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CHAPTER 302
[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5120]

VEHICLE AND VESSEL TITLING AND REGISTRATION-COUNTY AUDITOR
AND AGENT FEES INCREASED-BAD CHECK REMEDY-CERTAIN

IMMUNITIES GRANTED

AN ACT Relating to the titling, registration, and licensing of vehicles and vessels;
amending RCW 46.01.140 and 46.01.230; adding a new section to chapter 46.01 RCW; creat-
ing a new section; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 12, chapter 380, Laws of 1985 and RCW 46.01.140 are
each amended to read as follows:

The county auditor, if appointed by the director of licensing shall carry
out the provisions of this title relating to the licensing of vehicles and the
issuance of vehicle license number plates under the direction and supervision
of the director and may with the approval of the director appoint assistants
as special deputies to accept applications and collect fees for vehicle licenses
and transfers and. to deliver vehicle license number plates.

At any time any application is made to the director, the county audi-
tor, or other agent pursuant to any law dealing with licenses, registration, or
the right to operate any vehicle upon the public highways of this state, ex-
cluding applicants already paying such fee under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16-
.085, the applicant shall pay to the director, county auditor, or other agent a
fee of one dollar for each application in addition to any other fees required
by law. Applicants for certificates of ownership, including applicants paying
fees under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085, shall pay to the director, county
auditor, or other agent a fee of three dollars in addition to any other fees
required by law. These additional fees, if paid to the county auditor as
agent of the director, or if paid to an agent of the county auditor, shall be
paid to the county treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by
the county auditor and credited to the county current expense fund. If the
fee is paid to another agent of the director, the fee shall be used by the
agent to defray his expenses in handling the application: PROVIDED, That
an agent of the county auditor is entitled to an additional service charge of
(( , dlp and sevt-f,.ive cents)) two dollars: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That if the fee is collected by the state patrol or the department of trans-
portation, as agent for the director, the fee so collected shall be certified to
the state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the motor vehicle fund. All
such filing fees collected by the director or branches of his office shall be
certified to the state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the highway
safety fund.
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Sec. 2. Section 44, chapter 170, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 39, chapter 136, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW 46.01.230 are
each amended to read as follows:

(1) The department of licensing is authorized to accept checks and
money orders for payment of drivers' licenses, certificates of ownership and
registration, motor vehicle excise taxes, gross weight fees, and other fees
and taxes collected by the department, in accordance with regulations
adopted by the director. The director's regulations shall duly provide for the
public's convenience consistent with sound business practice and shall en-
courage the annual renewal of vehicle registrations by mail to the depart-
ment, authorizing checks and money orders for payment. Such regulations
shall contain provisions for cancellation of any registrations, licenses, or
permits paid for by checks or money orders which are not duly paid and for
the necessary accounting procedures in such cases: PROVIDED, That any
bona fide purchaser for value of a vehicle shall not be liable or responsible
for any prior uncollected taxes and fees paid, pursuant to this section, by a
check which has subsequently been dishonored: AND PROVIDED FUR-
THER, That no transfer of ownership of a vehicle may be denied to a bona
fide purchaser for value of a vehicle if there are outstanding uncollected fees
or taxes for which a predecessor paid, pursuant to this section, by check
which has subsequently been dishonored nor shall the new owner be re-
quired to pay any fee for replacement vehicle license number plates that
may be required pursuant to RCW 46.16.270 as now or hereafter amended.

(2) It is a traffic infraction to fail to surrender within ten days to the
department or any authorized agent of the department any certificate, li-
cense, or permit after being notified by certified mail that such certificate,
license, or permit has been canceled pursuant to this section.

(3) Whenever registrations, licenses, or permits have been paid for by
checks that have been dishonored by nonacceptance or nonpayment, a rea-
sonable handling fee may be assessed for each such instrument. Notwith-
standing provisions of any other, laws, county auditors, agents, and
subagents, appointed or approved by the director pursuant to RCW 46.01-
.140, may collect restitution, and where they have collected restitution may
retain the reasonable handling fee. The amount of the reasonable handling
fee may be set by rule by the director.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.01
RCW to read as follows:

No civil suit or action may ever be commenced or prosecuted against
any county auditor, or against any other government officer or entity, or
against any other person, by reason of any act done or omitted to be done in
connection with the titling, licensing, or registration of vehicles or vessels
while administering duties and responsibilities as an agent of the director of
licensing, or as an agent of an agent of the director of licensing, pursuant to
RCW 46.01.140. However, this section does not bar the state of
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Washington or the director of licensing from bringing any action, whether
civil or criminal, against any such agent, nor shall it bar a county auditor or
other agent of the director from bringing an action against his or her agent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Section 3 of this act shall apply retroactively
to all claims for which actions have not been filed before the effective date
of section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Section 3 of this act is necessary for the im-
mediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of
the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take ef-
fect immediately.

Passed the Senate April 26, 1987.
Passed the House April 23, 1987.
Approved by the Governor May 8, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 8, 1987.

CHAPTER 303
[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5882]

CONTRACTORS-INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

AN ACT Relating to contractors insurance; and amending RCW 18.27.050.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 5, chapter 77, Laws of 1963 and RCW 18.27.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

((At te.. tie.. . .f .atin the applicant shall fo1  t the dituz
saifeo evdec that the appJic~ant ha picue 4,d ha in effectd pubw

i ... lbility and property .. p-i-e- . v. in J te. applic.ant-- 's _uu
tti3|.LzI5 U uzia ; Lit tint f nut lm than twnItIy thiusand dillait fJ1
injut~y o datmge to properJt y and fity , fliasand dolla, i njua.y o, darn

age includi de..ath to aiy uile pJs...... .a.d e hd.d thusand dollars F
'iljr ox damae i.. 1 d_ 1 .... Luding deat too than cjitet p.. n.
In the event~ that. Sudi in~laace sall cease to be effective h gis-~

tiati. of the c.tiact.. shall be suspe.ded until such i -ance shall bu
reinstated.))

(1) At the time of registration and subsequent re-registration, the ap-
plicant shall furnish insurance tr financial responsibility in the form of an
assigned account in the amount of twenty thousand dollars for injury or
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